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 I. Background 

1. The present report was prepared pursuant to Human Rights Council resolutions 5/1 

and 16/21, taking into consideration the periodicity of the universal periodic review. It is a 

summary of 67 stakeholders’ submissions1 for the universal periodic review, presented in a 

summarized manner owing to word-limit constraints. A separate section is provided for the 

contribution by the national human rights institution that is accredited in full compliance with 

the Paris Principles. The report has been prepared taking into consideration the outcome of 

the previous review.2  

 II. Information provided by the national human rights 
institution accredited in full compliance with the Paris 
Principles 

2. The National Council for Human Rights (NCHR) welcomed Morocco’s ratification 

of conventions related to the right to work.3 It noted, however, that some key laws are yet to 

be adopted.4 It recommended adopting the Organic Law 97.15 on the right to strike, and the 

organic law relating to the exception of unconstitutionality; and completing the ratification 

procedure of pending international human rights instruments.5 

3. NCHR regretted Morocco’s delay in reporting to the Committee against Torture and 

recommended submitting its fifth periodic report promptly; making public the report of the 

Sub-Committee against Torture, following its visit to Morocco in 2017, and extending a 

standing invitation to Special Procedures mandate holders.6 

4. NCHR noted several persistent human rights challenges including with respect to 

access to health, education and employment; digital space, and the right to privacy.7 NCHR 

recommended: bringing the Penal Code, Penal Procedure Code, Law on combatting violence 

against women, and Family Code, in line with international human rights law and standards; 

operationalizing the Authority in charge of parity and combating all forms of discrimination, 

Advisory Council for Family and Children, Advisory Council for Youth and Civil Society 

Action and National Council for Languages and Moroccan Culture; abolishing the death 

penalty in law and in practice; ensuring the supremacy of international law over domestic 
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law; responding to the complaints filed by the NCHR within the legal deadline; expanding 

civic space and reinforce the enabling environment for the work of human rights defenders; 

ensuring that a human rights-based approach is mainstreamed in the implementation of the 

new development model policies; increasing the budget allocated to the health sector; 

guaranteeing equality and quality in education, ensuring school enrolment, especially of girls 

in rural areas, and combating school dropouts; establishing a legal framework for Elderly 

rights; accelerating the adoption of the draft laws on migration and asylum in line with 

international standards; and adopting a stand-alone national action plan on business and 

human rights in line with international standards.8 

 III. Information provided by other stakeholders 

 A. Scope of international obligations9 and cooperation with human rights 

mechanisms  

5. Several stakeholders recommended that Morocco ratify the Optional Protocols to 

human rights treaties to which it is not a party yet, in order to accept the individual complaints 

procedure under treaty bodies, and ensuring that international human rights standards take 

precedence in the event of a conflict with domestic legislation. 10  ICAN recommended 

ratifying the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW).11 

6. MENA-Rights recommended issuing a standing invitation to Special Procedures 

mandate holders and implementing the decisions of Special Procedures and Treaty Bodies, 

including requests for interim measures for individuals at risk of extradition. 12  Several 

stakeholders recommended disclosing the report of the Subcommittee on Prevention of 

Torture, further to its visit to Morocco in 2017.13 JS42 recommended accepting the visit of 

the Working Group on Business and Human Rights and allowing it to freely visit Western 

Sahara.14 

7. JS28 recommended allowing an independent assessment of the human rights situation 

in Western Sahara and ensuring that OHCHR has access to Western Sahara and to Sahrawi 

political prisoners.15 Stakeholders recommended expanding the mandate of MINURSO to 

include a human rights component.16 

8. The Mediator for Democracy and Human Rights recommended strengthening the role 

of Parliament in interacting with the UN human rights mechanisms.17 

 B. National human rights framework 

 1. Constitutional and legislative framework 

9. JS10 regretted the structural gap between national legislation and Morocco’s 

international commitments. 18  Stakeholders recommended implementing the new 

Constitution by clearly establishing the supremacy and justiciability of international human 

rights instruments to which Morocco is a party, in domestic courts.19 

 2. Institutional infrastructure and policy measures 

10. Alkarama recommended strengthening the independence of the National Council on 

Human Rights vis-à-vis the executive branch.20 Some organizations recommended ensuring 

that the NCHR is perceived by Civil Society as a credible and independent institution.21 

11. Several stakeholders regretted that, more than a decade after its creation, some 

institutions have not yet started working. They recommended expediting the effective 

establishment and functioning of the Authority for parity and fight against Discrimination; 

the Advisory Council for Youth, and the National Council for Moroccan Languages and 

Culture.22 

12. Some organizations invited Morocco to create a parliamentary committee with a 

special mandate on human rights issues in line with international standards.23  
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13. The Moroccan Organization for Human Rights recommended implementing the 

National Action Plan for Democracy and Human Rights (2018–2021).24 

 C. Promotion and protection of human rights  

 1. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account 

applicable international humanitarian law 

  Equality and non-discrimination 

14. Various stakeholders regretted the persistence of discrimination in Morocco against 

different groups. They recommended that Morocco adopt a comprehensive anti-

discrimination law.25 JS12 recommended adopting a national action plan to combat racism, 

racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance; and eliminating all racial profiling 

practices under immigration law.26 

15. The Saharawi Committee for Employees and Workers (SCEWFA) recommended 

eliminating all discriminatory practices against Saharawi workers, particularly double 

discrimination against women workers.27 

16. The European Centre for Law and Justice (ECLJ) addressed concerns about the law 

criminalizing proselytization used to target Christian and other religious minorities, and 

regretted that Moroccan Christians and foreigner Christians in Morocco are allegedly treated 

differently. Several organizations recommended removing domestic legislation against 

freedom or religion as established in international law, including the ban for “proselytization” 

and “blasphemy” from legislation; ensuring that religious minorities are equally granted the 

same rights; and promoting inter-faith dialogue.28 

17. According to AZETTA-AMAZIGH, Amazigh artists have faced discrimination in the 

granting of artist cards from the Ministry of Culture.29 

  Right to life, liberty and security of person, and freedom from torture 

18. While noting the de facto moratorium on death penalty, MENA-Right regretted that 

courts continued to hand down death sentences, and individuals were on death row.30 Many 

stakeholders recommended that Morocco abolish the death penalty.31 

19. The Moroccan Center for Transitional Justice (MCTJ) and the Study of International 

Reports (MCTJSIR) welcomed the establishment of the National Preventive Mechanism on 

Torture.32 Alkarama is concerned that torture and ill-treatment continue to be practised when 

people are arrested, during the preliminary investigation phase and during incomunicado 

detention. Alkarama recommended ensuring that torture and ill-treatment are strictly 

prohibited in all places of deprivation of liberty, that all allegations of torture are promptly 

and impartially investigated by independent authorities, and that the perpetrators are 

prosecuted and given sentences commensurate with the seriousness of their acts.33 MENA-

Rights recommended amending legislation to enshrine the principle of non-refoulement, in 

compliance with the Convention against Torture.34 

20. According to various stakeholders, since the third UPR, authorities have at times used 

excessive force to disperse protests and harass activists involved in organising 

demonstrations, particularly in connection with Western Sahara issues. 35  Alkarama 

recommended ensuring effective compliance with the Basic Principles on the Use of Force 

and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials. 36  JS4 recommended avoiding excessive 

protective measures in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, and provide training to the 

law enforcement officers to prevent any abuse.37 

21. Many stakeholders recommended that Morocco align Dahir 1.58.377 relating to 

public gatherings with international law, in order not to use it against fundamental freedoms; 

implementing the recommendations made by the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; 

carry out investigations and adequately punishing those responsible for harassment and 

attacks on journalists and human rights defenders; end prosecution of individuals detained 

solely for exercising their right to freedom of expression, peaceful assembly and 
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unconditionally release the journalists and human rights defenders who have been arbitrarily 

arrested and detained, including by its support to the right to self-determination.38 

22. Center for Human Rights and Democracy Studies (CHRDS) noted the persistence of 

overcrowding in prisons. CHRDS and JS40 recommended improving prison conditions and 

reduce the excessive use of pretrial detention. 39  MCTJSIR recommended increasing the 

budget for improvements to places of deprivation of liberty. 40  JS15 recommended 

guaranteeing free and independent access to all places of detention for civil society 

organizations and the NCHR and ensuring that all detainees have adequate food and access 

to health care.41 

  International humanitarian law 

23. JS28 recommended that Morocco respect all norms of International Humanitarian 

Law in particular the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention (1949), and ensure that 

detainees in the Western Sahara are treated under human conditions.42 

   Human rights and counter-terrorism 

24. MENA-Rights and Alkarama were concerned that, although in 2017 Morocco agreed 

to precisely define terrorism-related offences, the Penal Code still contained still a broad and 

unclear definition of terrorism.43 Alkarama recommended revising Act No. 03-03 with a view 

to adopting a definition of terrorism that meets international standards and ensuring that the 

Anti-Terrorism Act is not used to repress the peaceful exercise of fundamental freedoms.44 

25. MENA Rights recommended reducing the initial maximum allowable duration of 

police custody to 48 hours for terrorism-related and other offenses and provide access to a 

lawyer from the time that a person is taken into custody.45 

   Administration of justice, including impunity, and the rule of law 

26. According to MENA-Rights, the Judiciary lacks independence. It recommended 

guaranteeing the full independence and impartiality of the judiciary and ensuring that judges 

are free from external pressure and interference in the performance of their work. 46 

Stakeholders recommended strengthening the rule of law and separation of powers, and 

strengthening the capacities of actors in the criminal justice system.47 

27. CHRDS recommended accelerating the reform of the criminal system to ensure that 

criminal convictions are based on evidence other than the confessions of the accused, and 

strengthening judicial oversight of the work of the judicial police.48 JS15 recommended 

ensuring that all detainees, without exception or discrimination, enjoy the fundamental legal 

guarantees set out in national legislation from the outset of their deprivation of liberty.49 

28. JS17 commends the efforts made by Morocco in the area of transitional justice.50 

However, JS17 noted that formal commemoration work has not yet been completed. JS17 

and JS25 recommended setting up a new national mechanism for the truth about the fate of 

all missing persons, including a national register of missing persons. 51  MCTJSIR 

recommended that the recommendations of the Equity and Reconciliation Commission be 

implemented in a fair and equitable manner.52 According to the Comité des mères des 15 

sahraouis enlevés (Committee of mothers of 15 abducted Sahrawis) (CM15SE), 15 young 

Sahrawis went missing in 2005 and were subjected to acts of torture. CM15SE recommended 

that Morocco shed light on the fate of the abducted Sahrawis, identify those responsible and 

bring them to justice.53  

  Fundamental freedoms and the right to participate in public and political life 

29. Several stakeholders indicated that over the reporting period, the outstanding concerns 

pertaining to freedom of expression remained insufficiently addressed by Morocco, both in 

law and in practice. They regretted that the Press and Publications Law allowed the 

authorities to shut down any publication “prejudicial to Islam, the monarchy, territorial 

integrity, or public order”, and the Penal Code established related speech offenses, punishable 

with prison and/or fines. According to those organizations, as a result, journalists and human 

rights defenders continued to face prosecution, arrests, judicial harassment and imprisonment 
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for peacefully expressing critical views.54 JS13 regretted that authorities have increasingly 

expelling foreign journalists out of the country to censor their outlets’ coverage of political 

events.55 Some stakeholders added that human rights defenders working on LGBTI issues are 

also frequently prosecuted and face restrictions on their activities.56 

30. Numerous organizations recommended crafting legally binding regulations to ensure 

that Morocco’s media regulations, laws and state practices are in line with international law;57 

implement the recommendations of the international human rights mechanisms by creating 

and maintaining a safe an enabling environment for journalists to perform their work 

independently and without undue interference, including in the Western Sahara; abrogating 

any legislative provision of the Press and Publication Law and Penal Code that would prevent 

any citizen from freely express his opinions.58 Stakeholders recommended repealing the 

defamation offences contained in the Penal Code.59 J13 also recommended that Morocco stop 

expelling foreign journalist covering political events.60 

31. JS20 recommended lifting all measures limiting the freedom of movement of 

Saharawi human rights defenders and journalists.61 

32. JS37 recommended refraining from disrupting internet and online networks and 

ending any unlawful restrictions on internet access and telecommunication in the future, 

particularly during protests.62 

33. Being concerned at alleged harassment against student associations, stakeholders 

recommended revising the law on associations to bring it into conformity with international 

standards and refrain from using it to suppress the peaceful exercise of fundamental 

freedoms.63 

34. According to the National Observatory for Voters’ Rights, challenges persisted in the 

2021 elections, including with regard to the neutrality of authorities. It recommended the 

creation of a neutral and independent constitutional body to oversee elections and review and 

update legislation on the electoral system.64 

  Right to privacy 

35. Several stakeholders indicated that Law No. 22/20 on the use of social networks 

contained several provisions not in line with international standards. Those stakeholders 

expressed particular concerns at the use of the Pegasus spyware, to infiltrate the smartphones 

of numerous individuals, including journalists and human rights defenders, and at 

surveillance by Moroccan authorities over Sahrawi activists. They recommended 

criminalizing and ending surveillance as a means to silence those exercising their right to 

freedom of expression, including with spyware; enacting laws guaranteeing adequate 

protection to the right of privacy and investigating all instances of illegal surveillance of 

individuals who were targeted by the Pegasus software.65 

  Right to marriage and family life 

36. JUBILEE Campaign and JS25 regretted that religion difference was an obstacle to 

marriage and inheritance, and recommended repealing family laws which unjustly target 

interfaith marriages and discriminate regarding inheritance.66 

  Prohibition of all forms of slavery, including trafficking in persons 

37. JS26 welcomed the National Commission responsible for coordinating measures 

aimed at combating and preventing human trafficking.67 However, according to JS25 and 

JS10, despite the entry into force of the Human Trafficking Law in 2016, its application by 

court is still weak.68 JS25 recommended the creation of a unified national database to monitor 

human trafficking.69 

38. JS35 was concerned about the frequent mistreatment of children engaged in domestic 

work, most of whom are girls. JS35 recommended that exploitation in domestic work be 

classified as a form of human trafficking and that monitoring mechanisms be established.70 
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  Right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work 

39. Advocates for Human Rights (AFHR) was concerned that women faced social and 

economic barriers for remaining in the workforce.71 AFHR recommended putting in place 

measures to ensure access for them to employment contracts.72 

40. SCEWFA regretted that the number of unemployed Sahrawi individuals holding 

degrees has increased dramatically and that many Sahrawi workers do not have insurance 

against risks, social security, or health coverage.73 

41. According to the Moroccan League for Citizenship and Human Rights (LMCDH), the 

problems faced by workers in the health sector exacerbate the difficult living conditions of 

such workers in rural areas, as do the restrictions on trade unions.74 

42. OMDH recommended to comprehensively revising the Labour Code to protect the 

rights of all workers; integrating social protection; and institutionalizing collective 

agreements, social dialogue, and proactive resolution of conflicts at work. 75  JS12 

recommended accelerating the issuance of the organic law on the right to strike, incorporating 

demands of the trade unions in line with international standards.76 SCEWFA recommended 

that Morocco ensure decent work for Saharawi political detainees.77 

  Right to social security 

43. JS26 welcomed the creation of the National Social Registry and measures taken to 

improve social security coverage.78 Several organizations have recommended strengthening 

and expanding the social security system at the regional level, especially in rural areas, with 

a particular focus on vulnerable children and their families.79 

44. The Moroccan Human Rights Organization (OMDH) called for continued efforts to 

improve social policies and eliminate poverty. OMDH also recommended guaranteeing 

access to basic health care for everyone; basic income security for children to enable them to 

obtain food, education and health care; basic income security for persons of working age who 

are unable to earn an adequate income; and basic income security for older persons.80 

  Right to an adequate standard of living 

45. Stakeholders recommended adopting a human rights based approach strategy to 

address poverty, focused on the specific needs of persons and vulnerable groups, allocating 

sufficient resources to ensure its implementation, in line with the recommendations of the 

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.81 

46. JS2 and JS22 expressed concerns at demolitions that had taken place in Osiwaint, in 

the Aaiun and Boulmirazat areas, between 2018 and 2022, which had a negative impact on 

the enjoyment of human rights by the concerned populations.82 

47. Habitat International Coalition (HIC), JS26 and JS33 were concerned at the negative 

consequences of the conflict in the Western Sahara and related international humanitarian 

law breaches on the rights to adequate housing, land, and natural resources notably 

concerning the Sahrawi people.83 JS22 recommended protecting and restoring all Saharawi 

personal and collective properties.84 JS2 recommended that Morocco guarantee the right of 

the Saharawi people to access and conservation of its natural resources, In line with the Haye 

rules and international law.85 

  Right to health 

48. LMCDH reported that many health centres in urban and rural areas are in poor 

condition and lack medical and administrative facilities, water, electricity and disinfection 

procedures.86 JS9 recommended ensuring the universalization and extension of basic health-

care coverage, especially for populations in rural areas.87 JS12 recommended allocating 15 

per cent of the general budget to the health sector.88 LMCDH recommended establishing the 

National Board of Health.89 

49. Stakeholders expressed concerns that a high percentage of women in rural areas do 

not have health insurance coverage, at the lack of specialized healthcare for women with 

disabilities, and restrictions on safe abortion. They recommended ensuring the effectiveness 



A/HRC/WG.6/41/MAR/3 

GE.22-12847 7 

of free sexual and reproductive health services by establishing an inclusive national strategy; 

and expanding and facilitating universal access to contraception. They also recommended 

establishing multidimensional and inclusive policies and strategies that integrate the 

prevention and management of abortion complications.90 

  Right to education 

50. While acknowledging Morocco’s efforts in expanding primary school enrolment, 

several organizations expressed concerns at the increase in school dropout, particularly 

among girls and children with disabilities. They regretted the unequal chances of students 

belonging to low-income families to keep pace with distance education.91 

51. JS12 recommended implementing the requirements of Law 04.00 on compulsory 

education, and the strategic vision for reform 2015–2030; and keeping free access to 

education for everyone.92 Broken-Chalk recommended allocating the necessary resources to 

ensure the high quality and accessibility of public education; regulating private schools to 

address inequality in the education system; and building schools and providing supplies and 

training for teachers. 93  Broken-Chalk also recommended developing a comprehensive 

strategy aimed at improving water and sanitation in schools, and promoting high-quality 

vocational training to enhance the skills of children, particularly those who drop out of 

school.94 

  Cultural rights 

52. According to some stakeholders, Tamazigh teaching continued to be marginalized. 

They recommended to intensify efforts to implement the organic law 26-16 on the integration 

of Tamazight, including by ensuring adequate funding.95 

53. Some organizations noted that civil registry servants allegedly continue to refuse 

registration of Amazigh names. They recommended eliminating all forms of racial 

discrimination against Amazigh people and Amazigh identity; respecting the right to the legal 

personality of Amazighs and lift all forms of prohibition of Amazigh first names.96 

54. Several stakeholders recommended that Morocco effectively grant language rights to 

Amazigh peoples by implementing the organic law 26-16 to guarantee the teaching in 

Tamazight.97 

55. Some stakeholders referred to the need to protect Moroccan cultural diversity and 

recommended the preservation of Amazihg, Hassani and Moroccan Jewish heritage, and 

protecting Moroccan cultural diversity.98 

  Development, the environment, and business and human rights 

56. JS12 recommended implementing the laws related to water and producing the relevant 

regulatory texts; providing training of public authorities in the field of environmental 

protection and ensuring better integration of measures to mitigate the effects of climate 

change in public policies, to make them leverage for economic, social, and environmental 

development and job creation. JS12 also recommended introducing the necessary legislation 

to implement the strategic environmental and social assessment instrument.99 

 2. Rights of specific persons or groups 

  Women 

57. A number of organizations were concerned at the persistence of violence against 

women, gender violence and domestic violence in Morocco, exacerbated during the COVID-

19 pandemic. They recommended adopting a comprehensive framework law to combat 

violence against women, in line with international standards; criminalizing marital rape in 

the Penal Code; providing dedicated and community-based shelters for women victims of 

violence; implement inclusive public policies and coordinated governmental and sectoral 

interventions and strategies in the area of women rights; improving training activities for all 

social and law enforcement actors and raising awareness in society about the danger and 
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consequences of violence against women, including by strengthening the role of the media 

and all channels of socialization in their fight against violence.100 

58. Several stakeholders were concerned at the persistent discrimination against women 

in domestic legislation, in particular in the Family Code, Penal Code and Nationality Code.101 

They recommended eliminating legal provisions, rules and practice against women’s rights 

and harmonizing domestic legislation with CEDAW; in particular, reforming the Family 

Code to guarantee equal rights between women and men in the conclusion and dissolution of 

marriage, in their relation with children and the inheritance system, and abolishing all the 

provisions that deprive women in their rights to legal guardianship of their minor children. 

They also recommended amending the Nationality Code to grant Moroccan women the right 

to transmit their nationality to their foreign husbands under the same conditions as those 

provided for foreign wives.102 JS2 and JS21 recommended involving men in family planning 

programmes to promote a culture and attitudes of positive masculinity.103 

59. According to JS6 and JS10, the Covid-19 pandemic had a particularly negative impact 

on the rights of women to labour, health and, education.104 JS19 recommended developing 

gender-sensitive programmes and public policies to combat unemployment and increase 

women’s economic activity; and ensuring women decent work and equal pay.105 

60. Some organizations were concerned at the high rate illiteracy of women particularly 

in rural areas, which resulted in little access for women to decision-making positions and 

employment. 106  They recommended guaranteeing compulsory education, including by 

legislative measures and a gender sensitive strategy, and implement a proactive national plan 

to make increasing women’s economic participation as a national priority.107 Stakeholders 

also recommended clearly stipulating the principle of parity; establishing institutional 

mechanisms in charge of gender equality; ensuring related intersectoral coordination; taking 

affirmative action measures to ensure women’s access to decision-making positions; and 

implementing the current gender parity laws for elected positions at national, regional and 

local levels.108 

  Children 

61. JS35 noted that the efforts of Morocco to protect children have been hampered by a 

lack of resources. JS35 recommended evaluating the national implementation of the 

comprehensive public policy on child protection and its associated budget and establishing 

accountability mechanisms for the policy and the related action plan.109 

62. JUBILEE Campaign commended the efforts of Morocco to combat child sexual 

abuse. It recommended ensuring that state actors duly enforce the criminal sentencing of 

perpetrators of rape of children and expand legal protection of children.110 

63. JS38 and Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children End Violence was 

concerned that corporal punishment of children is lawful despite recommendations to 

prohibit it by the Committee on the Rights of the Child and those during the UPR cycles of 

Morocco. They recommended that Morocco enact a legislation clearly prohibiting all 

corporal punishment of children in every setting of their lives and repeal any legal defence 

allowing its use.111 

64. Bearing in mind the extend of child marriage in Morocco, several stakeholders 

recommended preventing child marriage by prohibiting the marriage of minors under the age 

of 18,112 and removing the condition of having a complaint to motivate lawsuits in cases of 

forced marriage.113 

65. The Stichting Broken Chalk (BCN) recommended paying more attention to children 

living in poverty and rural areas.114 

66. AFHR was concerned that the Family Code only recognize legitimate paternal 

filiation, thus discriminating many children and leaving them without adequate protection.115 

JS35 recommended that domestic legislation on children’s rights be brought into line with 

international law to allow legal recognition of children born out of wedlock, including with 

regard to their names and inheritance rights.116 
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67. JS35 expressed concerns by the lack of concrete implementation of the National 

Integrated Strategy for Youth.117 

   Persons with disabilities 

68. Stakeholders commended efforts made by Morocco to promote the rights of persons 

with disabilities. 118  JS12 recommended fully harmonizing domestic legislation with the 

International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and integrate the 

disability dimension on the social security reform.119 

69. JS10 stated that children, particularly girls, with disabilities have little access to 

education. It recommended ensuring easy access to educational units for children with 

disabilities.120 

70. JS19 recommended fighting against the social stigma of disability, including of 

mothers who have given birth to a child with a disability, through the mobilization of the 

media and the organization of awareness-raising campaigns on the rights of persons with 

disabilities.121 

  Indigenous peoples and minorities 

71. Minority Rights Group International (MRG) remained concerned that the long-

standing marginalization and discrimination of Amazigh.122 

72. According to JS14, laws enacted in 2019 strengthened the Ministry of the Interior’s 

oversight of collective lands. JS14 expressed concern that, without land or resources, the 

Amazigh people have been excluded from any development opportunities. JS14 

recommended that the inalienable rights of the Amazigh people to their land and natural 

resources be constitutionally recognized, that the decrees on the expropriation of land be 

abolished, and that the principle of obtaining the free, informed and prior consent of Amazigh 

tribes and communities for any project affecting their land be enshrined in law.123 Several 

stakeholders recommended that Morocco repeal the expropriation of Amazigh lands.124 JS6 

recommended that Morocco ensure equal opportunities and justice in economic rights to 

facilitate social inclusion of the Saharawi population.125 

  Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons 

73. Various organizations were concerned that consensual relations between adults of the 

same sex remained criminalized in Morocco, and from 2017 until 2020, a number of persons 

were prosecuted. They recommended decriminalizing all consensual adult sexual relations 

outside of marriage, including consented same-sex relationship, and releasing all persons 

currently incarcerated on the basis of its sexual orientation.126 

74. Stakeholders expressed concerns about discrimination and institutional barriers faced 

by LGBTI persons, particularly in accessing their right to education, work, and housing. They 

recommended combatting discrimination against LGBTI within educational settings and 

providing training for teachers and administrators on gender and sexual diversity. They also 

recommended expanding resources and services for victims of violence including for LGBTI 

persons; ensuring training to health care providers, social service staff on the needs of LGBTI 

survivors of violence, and guaranteeing equal access to justice for LGBTI persons.127 JS29 

also recommended approving the registration applications of NGOs defending LGBTI rights 

without any discrimination or reprisals.128 

   Migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers  

75. JS20 noted that, following the recommendations during the 3rd cycle, Morocco 

reactivated the operations of the Moroccan Office for Refugees and Stateless Persons.129 

76. JS20 was concerned that Morocco has not established yet dedicated immigration 

detention facilities and waiting zones.130 JS20 raised concerns regarding the involvement of 

Moroccan security forces in the collective arrests, detention and expulsions of migrants and 

asylum seekers, and detention of child migrants. Moroccan Organization for Human Rights 

(OMDH) and the Association for the Spanish-Moroccan Cooperation (IAESA) 

recommended continuing efforts to promote and protect the rights of migrants and adopt an 



A/HRC/WG.6/41/MAR/3 

10 GE.22-12847 

immigration and asylum law in line with relevant international covenants and agreements.131 

JS20 recommended adopting and implementing new asylum and migration legislation and 

ceasing all raids, forced relocations, arbitrary detentions, and expulsions of non-nationals in 

Morocco, and respecting the guarantees provided for in the Migration Act, in particular 

access to a lawyer or a doctor. JS20 recommended ensuring that non-nationals have equal 

access to health services, especially during this pandemic period.132 

77. JS12 recommended ratifying the Convention No. 143 of the International Labour 

Organization concerning Migrant Workers, and combating discriminatory practices against 

migrants that impede their access to basic services.133 

78. JS35 recommended facilitating access to schooling for migrant children and setting 

up specific immersion programmes providing pedagogical and linguistic support to facilitate 

their integration.134 

  Internally displaced persons 

79. JS20 was concerned that the displacement of sub-Saharan migrants to southern 

regions was leading to increased human rights violations.135 It recommended that Morocco 

resist pressure to relocate sub-Saharan migrants to southern parts of Morocco.136 

  Stateless persons 

80. JS35 noted that several procedural and legal issues make it difficult to register children 

in Morocco. JS35 recommended facilitating civil registration procedures for newborns, 

including migrant children, by eliminating the 30-day time limit set out in law and setting up 

local services in rural areas.137 

 3. Specific regions or territories 

81. According to a number of stakeholders, the policies implemented by Morocco in the 

Western Sahara against those advocating for the free exercise of the right to self-

determination, are conducive to a systematic violation of human rights of the Saharawi 

people; inter alia, enforced disappearances, arbitrary detentions, torture, evictions, 

harassment and censorship against journalists, students and activists.138 

82. Several stakeholders recommended that Morocco give effect to the right of self-

determination according to international law and guarantee and support the United Nations 

in its administration of a free, fair and transparent referendum by which the Saharawi people 

can determine their political status.139 

83. Stakeholders recommended to ensure all persons in Western Sahara the assurance and 

the protection of their rights, including of freedom of conscience, peaceful assembly and 

association, and expression.140 

84. LMCDH and JS28 recommended that Morocco accelerate efforts to end the socially 

and economically costly conflict over Western Sahara.141 

85. JS43 was concerned at the extremely high number of mines in Western Sahara causing 

serious injuries in the population, particularly on children. JS43 recommended cooperate with 

UNMAS in the identification and cleaning of personal mines.142 
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